
Does Your Food Have Cooties? 

How Lax Regulations Have Led To Food Contamination 



T he contamination of thousands of 
peanut products that sickened 600 
people and killed at least nine in recent 
months has led many people to question the 
safety of the food we eat. But the food safety 
problem isn’t just about peanuts. In the last 
several years, foods such as peppers, meat 
and milk have also been recalled due to con¬ 
tamination from harmful substances. Every 
year, 76 million people in the U.S. are made 
sick and 5,000 die from eating con¬ 
taminated food, accord¬ 
ing to the Centers 


for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Many different federal, state and local 
agencies are responsible for overseeing food 
safety. Because so many agencies are in¬ 
volved, this system makes it hard to regulate 
foods. In addition, many of the agencies that 
are supposed to keep our food safe often rely on 
the food processing companies to test their own 
products rather than send an outside inspec¬ 
tor. In the case of the peanut contamination, 


the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) found that the Peanut Corporation of 
America knew about its contaminated prod¬ 
ucts, but shipped the food for sale anyway. 

“It’s time for Congress to fix FDA’s broken 
food safety system,” said Wenonah Hauter, 
Executive Director of the nonprofit consumer 
organization Food and Water Watch. Her or¬ 
ganization is advocating for a bill in Congress 
called the Food Safety Modernization Act that 
would give the government more power to in¬ 
spect food plants and make sure they are safe. 

Sustainable Agriculture 

Eating Safe Food 


The average food product on our table trav¬ 
els 1,500 to 2,500 miles to get there, so 
it’s hard to know where it came from or 
how it was made. Food production is 
now a profitable business controlled 
by a handful of multinational cor¬ 
porations like ConAgra, Cargill and 
Monsanto. This means that much of 
the food we eat is produced for the 
lowest cost possible often at the ex¬ 
pense of safety and the environment. 


There is a growing movement of peo¬ 
ple who want to know where their food 
comes from and how it was produced. The 
sustainable agriculture movement supports 
producing food locally using methods that are 
safe and that don’t hurt the environment. 


To learn about how to find food in your area 
that is produced locally and sustainably, visit 

www.eatwellguide.org 


Inside the Cart: 


Meat 


February 2008: A southern Cali¬ 
fornian meat-packing company 
voluntarily recalled 143 million 
pounds of raw and frozen beef 
products. The meat was recalled 
after animal rights’ activists 
released video showing sick 
animals that were unable to walk 
being abused and slaughtered 
for meat. 


Peppers 

July 2008: Jalapeno and 
serrano peppers grown in 
Mexico were identified as 
the source of a salmonella 
bacteria outbreak. At least 
1,200 people fell ill, with 
229 reported hospitaliza¬ 
tions and two deaths. 


Milk 

October 2008: Baby formula and 
some products containing milk 
were recalled from stores around 
the world after melamine, a 
poisonous chemical, was found in 
Chinese milk products. Melamine 
had been illegally added to diluted 
milk products to raise their protein 
content. In China, at least six 
babies died and 300,000 became 
sick by the contamination. 


Corn Syrup 

January 2009: Two studies 
found mercury in high-fruc¬ 
tose corn syrup, a sweetener 
made from corn used in 
many food products includ¬ 
ing soda pop, cereal and 
cookies. Mercury is a toxic 
substance that should not be 
ingested because it causes 
harm to body organs and 
the immune system. 


Peanuts 

January 2009: The U.S 

Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration identified products 
from a peanut process¬ 
ing plant in Georgia as 
the source of a salmonella 
bacteria outbreak. The con¬ 
taminated peanut products 
killed nine people and hospi¬ 
talized 600. 


By SHEBA SETHI, ERIN THOMPSON and AMANDA VENDER. Illustrations by GARY MARTIN 


















Meet... 

Diego 

from Uruguay 

Name: Diego Sosa Svirsky 

Age: 10 

Hometown: Montevideo, 
neighborhood Parque Batlle 

Languages Spoken: Spanish 
and English 

Family: Diego’s parents 
are psychiatrists 

Siblings: Rodrigo, 18 

Favorite Food: Milanesa 
(a common Uruguayan dish similar 
to chicken fried steak) 

Hobbies: Playing soccer and video- 
games, listening to music (Metallica 
is his favorite band), playing guitar 

Favorite subject in school: Recess 

What he wants to be when he 
grows up: Archeologist or musician 

Something Diego has heard about 
life in the United States: George W 
Bush is crazy.” 


Uruguay 
at a Glance 

Population: 3,477,778 
Capital: Montevideo 

Location: Southern South America, 
bordering the South Atlantic Ocean, 
between Argentina and Brazil 

Language: Spanish 

Religion: Roman Catholic (47%), 
non-Catholic Christians (11%) 

President: Tabare Vazquez 

Ethnic Groups: White (88%), 
Black (4%) 

Government: Constitutional Republic 
(Democracy) 

Poverty Rate: 274% 

Learn a little 

Spanish 

Futbol: Soccer 
Asado: Barbeque 
Musica: Music 
Dormir: To sleep 
Ojotas: Flip-flops 

Gaucho: A type of Uruguayan cowboy 

CHILD PROFILE COMPILED BY NINA SVIRSKY & FANNY SOSENKE 



$ 663 , 700 , 000,000 


That’s how much President Obama wants to give to 
the U.S. military in 2010, more than President Bush 
gave and about half of the world’s military spending 
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Spending Program Signed into Law 


There’s something for everyone, 
but will it fix the economy? 


By AMANDA VENDER 

P resident Obama signed the 
American Recovery and Re¬ 
investment Act into law on 
February 17. The biggest spending 
bill since World War II, the $787 
billion bill offers $288 billion in 
tax cuts and $499 billion for social 
programs. By providing money to 
help the poor, working people, the 
environment and other initiatives, 
the government hopes to provide 
jobs and help the economy. 

“Today does not mark the end 
of our economic troubles. Nor does 


it constitute all of what we must 
do to turn our economy around. 
But it does mark the beginning 
of the end,” Obama said after 
he signed the bill. 

Some economists, however, 
question the bill's ability to im¬ 
prove the country's economic 
problems. “The problem with the 
stimulus package is not that it 
helps the wrong people. For the 
most part, it helps the right peo¬ 
ple. But it's too small by a factor 
of about two-thirds,” said journalist 
and economist Robert Kuttner on 
Democracy Now! news program. 


How The Money Is Being Spent 


$288 Billion: 


Tax Cuts, includes $3.2 billion 
to General Motors. 


$144 Billion: 


State and Local Fiscal Relief, includes 
$87.1 billion to cover Medicaid costs 
in states. 


$111 Billion: 


Infrastructure and Science, includes 
$4.5 billion to expand broadband 
Internet access. 


$81 Billion: 


Protecting the Vulnerable, includes 
$20.9 billion for increased food 
assistance to individuals. 


$59 Billion: Health Care, includes $25.1 bilUonto pay 
for health coverage for the unemployed. 


$53 Billion: 


Education and Training, includes $15.6 
billion to help low-income people go 
to college. 


$43 Billion- Energy, includes $11 billion to modernize 
^ ‘ the electric grid. 


$8 Billion: 


Other, includes $1 billion to help update 
social security databases. 


SOURCES: RECOVERY.GOV, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Obama: Three More Years of War in Iraq 

And More Troops to Afghanistan 


By ERIN THOMPSON 
and AMANDA VENDER 

uring the presidential 
campaign, Barack Obama 
promised voters he would 
end the war in Iraq. On February 
27, President Obama announced a 
plan to remove all U.S. troops from 
Iraq by the end of 2011. 



Members of the U.S. Army shoot a missle during an operation 
in Afghanistan in 2007. They say it is “to clear anti-government 
elements from the Dawzi area in Zabol province, Afghanistan.” 


For Larry Syverson of Rich¬ 
mond, VA, a father of three sons 
who have served in Iraq, this is 
not good enough. “The American 
people and the Iraqi people want 
this war to end. If President Obama 
is not willing to end it once and 
for all, then Congress will have to 
force him to by refusing to fund its 
continuation,” he said. Syverson’s 
organization, Military Families 
Speak Out, is urging people to call 
their members of Congress to tell 
them to stop funding the war. 

In Afghanistan, one of the poor¬ 
est nations in the world, Obama 
has ordered an expansion of the 
fighting saying, in a speech to 
Congress, “I will not allow terror¬ 
ists to plot against the American 
people from safe havens half a 
world away.” In February, Obama 
ordered 17,000 new troops to deploy 
to Afghanistan. The total number of 
U.S. troops there will reach 55,000 
by the summer. 

More than 2,000 Afghan civil¬ 
ians were killed due to fighting in 


Afghanistan in 2008, according to a 
report by the United Nations. U.S.- 
led forces were to blame for nearly 
40 percent of the civilian deaths. 

THE COST OF WAR SO FAR: 

IRAQ WAR: 

U.S. Invaded: March 19, 2003 
Money Spent: $597 billion 
Iraqis Killed: 1,311,696 (estimated) 

U.S. Troops Killed: 4,254 

U.S. Troops Currently in Iraq: 147,000 

AFGHANISTAN WAR: 

U.S. Invaded: October 7, 2001 

Money Spent: $173 billion 
Afghans Killed: 10,000-30,000 
(estimated) 

U.S. Troops Killed: 656 
U.S. Troops Currently in 
Afghanistan: 38,000 


24 I Number of U.S. soldiers who 
killed themselves in January 2009, 
more than the total number killed in 
both Iraq and Afghanistan combined. 



indykfcfs.^ 

Phone:(212)592-0116 
E-mail: indykids@indymedia.org 
Website: www.indykids.net 
Mail: IndyKids 
P.O.Box 1417 
New York, NY 10276 

Published five times a year in September, 
November, January, March and May. 

Issue #19 • Printed March 6,2009 

ISSN: 1943-1031 


WHAT IS INDYKIDS? 

IndyKids is a free newspaper and teaching tool that aims to inform 
children on current news and world events from a progressive perspec¬ 
tive and to inspire in children a passion for social justice and learning. 
IndyKids is funded through donations and grants. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO... 

Children’s PressLine: www.cplmedia.org 

Common Language Project: www.commonlanguageproject.net 

New York Collective of Radical Educators: www.nycore.org 

New York City Indymedia: www.nyc.indymedia.org 

Teachers Unite: www.teachersunite.net 

Teaching for Change: www.teachingforchange.org 


HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED? 

Just contact IndyKids! Adults and kids can write articles, take photos, 
contribute artwork and help distribute the paper. 

STAFF 

Editors: Sheba Sethi, Erin Thompson, Amanda Vender 
Design: Dave Baker, Mike Newton 

staff: Elise Bettand, Judi Cheng, Maya Davis, Octavia Davis, Zazil Davis- 
Vazquez, Sara Fennell, Maggie Fishman, Vera Fishman-Resheff, Kiran Frey, 
Leo Garcia, Abby Gross, Jill Guerra, Ruth Kelton, Brian Luster, Bill Marsh, 
Gary Martin, Milana Meytes, Emily Munzer, Isis Phillips, Hannah Rosenthal, 
Frank Reynoso, Fanny Sosenke, Nina Svirsky, Xavier Tayo, Betty Trap, Diana 
Varenik, Dan Wilson, Hannah Wolfe, Pedro Lahoz Wolfe 
Website: Brian Garcia, Leticia John 
Webhosting: Cary Shapiro 


THANK YOU to the following donors for supporting IndyKids! 


Double Gold Star: $10,000 


• North Star Fund 


Gold Star: $5,000 


• The Community Church of NY, 
Unitarian Universalist 
•Bay and Paul Foundations 


Silver Star: $500+ 


• Ben and Jerry’s Foundation 

• Broadway UCC 

• Robert Jackson, NYC Council 

• UCC, Neighbors in Need 


Red Star: $100 


• Elaine Blume 
•John Collier 

• Kiran Frey & Pradip Sethi 

• Gary Martin 

• Neal Stone & Steven Eng 

• Amanda Vender 

• Norm Wilson 


Blue Star: $50 


• Dave Baker 

• Griffin Epstein 

• Ruth Kelton 

• Marj & Larry Long 

• Isis Phillips 

• Ritu Sood 

• Helen Stavrou & Tom Grannell 


WANT TO DONATE? It’s easy. Just log onto indykids.net and click the 
“Donate” button. Your money will help keep IndyKids strong. 


2 indykrcftf March/April 2009 


pepAoej gou %99 :g uogpq giZ :y :sjeMSue iMOM 


SJ 0 L|D 00 } 09 S ueMSue zmo i|iew 























newsbriefs 


Where in the 

World. 

All the places listed below are 
mentioned in this issue. Can you 
match them with their general 
location on the world map at right? 
Answers at bottom of this page. 


a) Afghanistan 

b) Australia_ 

c) Antigua 
(Caribbean) _ 

d) China_ 


e) Galapagos 

Islands 
(Ecuador)_ 

f) Palestine/ 

Israel_ 



Judges Caught Taking Money 
for Sending Kids to Jail 


‘Post’ Cartoon 
Uproar 



Protesters gathered on February 19 
at the New York Posts office in New 
York City to express their anger over 
a cartoon that depicts two police of¬ 
ficers shooting a monkey, while one 
of them comments about President 
Obama’s stimulus package. The pro¬ 
testers accused the Post of associat¬ 
ing President Obama with a monkey 
being shot, but the Post denied any 
racist or violent motivation. 


By ERIN THOMPSON 

F or most kids, putting up a 
spoof MySpace page of a 
school official, throwing a 
pillow at someone, or getting in a 
fight might end in getting grounded 
by parents, or even suspended from 
school. But, for some kids in Penn¬ 
sylvania, these and many other 
minor pranks or first-time viola¬ 
tions of the law meant months or 
years in jail. 

That's because the judge that 
sentenced them was being paid to 
send kids to jail so that the jails 
could make more money. Judge 
Mark Ciavarella, who sentenced 
5,000 kids since 2002, was one of 
two judges who admitted in Febru¬ 
ary to taking $2.6 million in bribes 
from the Pennsylvania Child Care 


and Western Pennsylvania Child 
Care detention facilities. 

The other judge, former County 
Senior Judge Michael Conahan, 
recommended shutting down the 
county-run (non-profit) jail in 2002 
and approving government con¬ 
tracts with the for-profit jails. Both 
judges are now no longer allowed to 
practice law and are facing seven 
years in prison. 

For kids who had to serve time 
in the detention centers, however, 
the damage has been done. “It just 
makes me really question other 
authority figures and people that 
we’re supposed to look up to and 
trust,” said Jamie Quinn, who was 
14 when she was sentenced to a 
year in one of the jails for a fight 
with her friend. Quinn told the 
news program Democracy Now! 



Corrupt judges Mark Ciavarella (left) and Michael Conahan (right) 
sent kids to detention centers for minor offenses. 


about how she was put on medica¬ 
tion, became depressed and began 
cutting herself, and fell behind in 
school during her time in the facility. 

Hundreds of families of kids 
who were sentenced to the deten¬ 
tion centers are now filing a class 
action lawsuit against the judges. 


Undocumented Immigrant Teens 
Face Few Options 


By INDYKIDS STAFF 

W hen Rosario Moreno 

came to New York City 
with her family in 2005, 
she was “excited to go live in one of 
the biggest countries in the world.” 
Moreno, who is 18 years old, soon 
learned how tough it is to live in 
the United States without legal 
documentation. 

“Being an immigrant is the 
hardest thing in United States of 
America, especially when you are 
young,” Moreno said. “Starting 
college made me realize how many 
advantages that I missed and am 
still missing today because of my 
immigrant status.” 

Undocumented immigrant 
children, many of whom have lived 
in the United States for most of 
their lives, face obstacles to higher 
education, cannot work legally in 
the United States and live in fear of 
deportation. 


One solution offered to this 
problem is the DREAM (Develop¬ 
ment, Relief and Education for 
Alien Minors) Act, which would 
give conditional residency status to 
kids of immigrant parents. The act 
would allow undocumented immi¬ 
grants who arrived in the United 
States before the age of 16 and who 
have been in the United States for 
at least five years to obtain tempo¬ 
rary residency status. In order to be 
able to apply for permanent resi¬ 
dency, however, immigrants would 
have to either attend two years of 
college or serve two years in the 
U.S. military. 

The military service require¬ 
ment has some advocates thinking 
twice about the bill. “As teachers, 
we support the DREAM Act and 
what it can offer for immigrant 
students,” said Edwin Mayora of 
the New York Collective of Radical 
Educators. “But we’re concerned 
that many people will end up in the 



Students in Colorado rally in support of the DREAM Act in 2007. 

military in order to get residency 
status rather than because they 
want to be there.” 

Supporters are hopeful that 
the bill will become law in 2009. 
“With a new presidential admin¬ 
istration, we are highly optimistic 
that the DREAM Act will pass this 
year,” said Marisol Ramos of the 
New York State Youth Leadership 
Council. 


Activist Stops 
Land Sales 

The Obama Administration reversed 
the sale on 77 parcels of land adjoin¬ 
ing Utah’s national parks. In Decem¬ 
ber, the Bush Administration pushed 
through a last-minute auction of 
nearly 150,000 acres of public wilder¬ 
ness to oil and gas companies. The 
sale was interrupted by environmental 
activist Tim DeChristopher, who pur¬ 
chased $1.8 million worth of land with 
money he didn’t have. DeChristopher 
could still face charges of fraud. 

Jobless Woes 

Employers slashed 598,000 jobs in the 
United States in January bringing the 
official number of unemployed people to 
11.6 million or 7.6 percent of workers, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Department of Labor. 



Stolen Art 
Sold in Paris 
Auction 

The buyer of two 
Chinese bronze stat¬ 
ues has said he will 
refuse to pay the $35.9 million price 
tag and that the statues should be 
returned to China. Christie’s auction 
house, one of the largest art busi¬ 
nesses in the world, ignored protests 
from the Chinese government and 
sold two bronze animal statues in 
February. China says the statues 
were stolen from the summer Impe¬ 
rial Palace, near Beijing, almost 150 
years ago. The Palace was looted 
by the British and French during 
the second Opium War in 1860. 


U.S. Provides Arms 
to Israel 

The United States supplied the white 
phosphorus bombs that Israel used 
against the Palestinians in Gaza in 
January, according to the human 
rights group Amnesty International. 
The human rights group called the 
use of white phosphorus on a civilian 
population a war crime. White phos¬ 
phorus is a highly flammable sub¬ 
stance which can cause serious burns 
and death to people. The United 
States is the largest arms supplier to 
Israel. Under a deal brokered by the 
Bush administration, it will provide 
$30 billion to Israel through 2017. 
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Paper 

32.7% 


Plastics 

12 . 1 % 


Who Is Responsible for Trash? 


Municipal Solid Waste 

garbage from homes, schools, 
hotels, shops and offices 


Industrial Waste 

garbage from mining, agriculture 
and manufacturing 


254 

million 

tons 


7600 

million 

tons 


SOURCE: EPA 


A Brief History of Bottles and Cans 

Beverage companies produce the packaging; 
people pay for disposal 


arge corporations profit from making disposable products that end up as waste. To avoid paying for the waste they 
make, these corporations launched public ad campaigns to make people feel personally responsible for garbage. 
Here’s how they did it: 

1930s: Virtually 100 percent of beverage bottles were sold in refillable glass bottles. These bottles were collected by local 
drink manufacturers, who washed them and refilled them many times before they were thrown away. 

1940s: After World War II, beverage companies started using disposable metal beverage cans to make a greater profit. 
Cans are cheap to produce and eliminate the cost of transporting refillable containers. 

1953: Vermont passed the first law banning the sale of non-refillable beverage bottles. Fearing that more states would 
adopt similar laws, a group of beverage and bottle companies created the Keep America Beautiful organization, which 
promoted litter prevention through personal responsibility. 

1971: In response to growing public concern about environmental 
damage, Keep America Beautiful launched an ad featuring a 
Native American crying over litter in the environment. 

The message of the ad promoted personal responsibility with 
the tagline, “People start pollution; people can stop it.” 


10 Things You 
Can Do 

1. Reduce! Because so little is recycled, 
reducing your consumption is the best 
way to help the environment. Make a list of 
ways your family can cut down. 

2. Reuse! Use old newspaper as wrapping 
paper, reuse plastic bags or bring your 
own bags. Can you think of more ideas? 

3. Recycle! Buy products that contain re¬ 
cycled materials. You can even recycle old 
electronics, batteries and appliances. See 
earth911.com for where to drop them off. 

4. Does your school recycle? Are there 
enough recycling bins on the street in your 
community? If not, call or write to your 
local official and ask why. Start a letter or 
phone campaign with your friends. 

5. Stop junk mail. Call the 1-800 number on 
unwanted catalogs and ask that they no 
longer be sent. 

6 . Choose products wrapped in the least 
amount of packaging. 

7. Use public transportation. 

8 . Be a vegetarian. Raising animals for food 
produces a lot more waste than growing 
vegetables. 

9. Start an environmental club at your 
school to raise awareness. 

10. Don’t get discouraged! Educate your¬ 
self, your parents, friends and neighbors. 


1980s: Increased public awareness put pressure on 

drink manufacturers and bottlers who were producing large amounts of waste from their 
products. Beverage companies like Coca-Cola, Pepsico and Coors, along with bottle manufac¬ 
turers, began promoting recycling. Instead of corporations paying for recycling, the public 
pays for it through tax dollars. 


Consumers buy products made 
with recycled materials. 


How Much of What 
Is Produced Gets 
Recycled? 

Paper 50% 

Aluminum 40% 
Glass 24% 

Plastic 68% 


Individual Garbage vs. Industrial Garbage 


What Makes Up 
Our Trash? 


Earth Day is April 22, a day for environmental awareness and thinking about 
how we can become more green. Here’s a different look at who creates 
waste, where it goes and who should be held responsible. 


Other 
Glass 32 % 
5.3% 


SOURCE: EPA 


Wood 

Rubber, 5 - 6% 
Leather 
and 

Textiles 
8 . 2 % 


“The system that produces 
our goods is so inefficient 
that after six months, only 
about one percent of 
everything used up is still 
around for us to enjoy.” 


From Home 
to Landfill 
in Minutes 


By OCTAVIA DAVIS 

T he United States continues to 
be the most wasteful nation on 
earth, and things are getting 
worse every year. Since 1960, the 
amount of trash the average person 
throws away has nearly doubled, ac¬ 
cording to the Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency (EPA). 

Most of our household trash is 
paper, with each person using about 
one 100-foot-tall Douglas fir tree in 
paper and wood products per year 
according to the EPA. Food scraps 
make up another big chunk of gar¬ 
bage. In fact, more than a quarter of 
the edible food bought for consump¬ 
tion ends up in the trash. 

When we buy things, we start 
discarding them immediately by 
removing and throwing away the 
packaging. Unnecessary packaging, 
however, is only a fraction of the to¬ 
tal waste. The system that produces 
our goods is so inefficient that after 
six months, only about one percent of 
everything used up is still around for 
us to enjoy. 

Where does all the trash go? 
According to the EPA, 54 percent 
of common household waste goes to 
landfills. Since 1990, the total amount 
of household garbage pumped into 
landfills has dropped from 142.3 mil¬ 
lion to 137.2 million tons per year. 
Some researchers attribute this de¬ 
crease to recycling and burning more 
trash to produce energy, which also 
creates pollution. 


Metals 

8 . 2 % 


Yard 

Trimmings 

12 . 8 % 


Food 

Scraps 

12.5% 


What Happens 
to Recyclables? 


1 . 

2. 

3. 

First, recyclable materials are 

After being sorted, the recycla¬ 

Companies that want the materi¬ 

collected at the curb, at a 

bles are then sent to a process¬ 

als buy them from the processing 

drop-off center, a buy-back 

ing company under contract 

company and make them into 

center or through a deposit 

with the town or city. There they 

something else. With the econom¬ 

program (like the bottle return 

are washed and sorted further. 

ic slump, however, more recyclable 

program). 

Machines separate recyclables 

materials are going to landfills 


by weight. Magnets are used to 

because people are buying less. 


separate metals. Glass must be 

Therefore, companies are produc¬ 


sorted by hand by the color of 

the glass. 

ing smaller numbers of products. 


By OCTAVIA DAVIS, MIKE NEWTON, SHEBA SETHI, ERIN THOMPSON and AMANDA VENDER. Illustration by GUERRUNTZ 


SOURCE: EPA 





















sciencebriefs 



Elephant Trial 

Animal rights groups and Ringling 
Brothers and Barnum and Bailey 
Circus went to court in February 
to decide if the circus is violat¬ 
ing the Endangered Species Act 
by mistreating elephants. Circus 
employees handle elephants with 
sharply pointed tools, called bull- 
hooks, and keep them in chains 
for days. John Simpson, defense 
lawyer for the circus, says the 
elephants “enjoy this experience,” 
but animal rights groups say the 
animals are suffering. 



Fires in Australia 

Since early February, raging fires 
in Victoria, Australia have killed 181 
people and millions of animals and 
destroyed nearly 2,000 homes. 
Although investigators say that some 
of the fires were purposely set, the 
heat wave, drought and fires were 
made worse by global warming, 
according to the Australian National 
Climate Centre. 


Gator Facts 



The American alligator is the 
largest reptile in North America. 

What is a group of alligators 
called? 

A congregation. 

How to tell an alligator from 
a crocodile? 

If only the upper teeth show 
when its mouth is closed, 
it’s an alligator. 


150 gallons 


That’s how much water the average 
U.S. resident uses per day. 
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'FLOW’: For Love of Water 


A new documentary on the world’s 
water supply 


By MAYA DAVIS 

he documentary Flow, 
directed by Irena Salina, is 
about the lack of drinking 
water on planet Earth. The film 
demonstrates ways countries 
have solved their water problems. 
For example, when a village in 
India ran out of water, the towns¬ 
people dug a huge trench to col¬ 
lect rainwater, and now they have 
enough to grow abundant crops. 
Others use UV light to clean the 
water, so the residents don’t have 
to drink dirty river water. The cost 


of the clean water is only two 
dollars per year per person. 

The documentary also shows 
that the United States uses the 
most water. The average resident 
of the United States uses 150 
gallons per day, but people in 
non-industrialized countries rarely 
use five. 

Flow is also useful as a way 
to teach viewers how to resist 
corporate privatization of water 
through protesting and other 
forms of direct action. 

Maya Davis, 12, lives in Queens, New York 




A-Rod Admits to Taking Steroids 

A s baseball spring training got un¬ 
derway, New York Yankees third 
baseman Alex Rodriguez admitted 
to taking steroids, or illegal drugs that 
make you stronger, from 2001 to 2003. 

Rodriguez described himself as “young and 
stupid” at the time. He is the highest-paid 
player in Major League Baseball. 


SOLVE THIS PROBLEM 

The highest-paid baseball player in the United States makes 
about $28,000,000 a year. A public school teacher in the 
United States makes on average about $50,000 a year. 

About how many teachers could you pay with just one 
z baseball player’s salary? 

o 

□ For answer, see bottom of page 2. 

< 

x Math quiz by Siara Marion and Joshua Alamonte, 

w fifth graders at PS 34 in New York City 



Alex Rodriguez, New York Yankees third baseman. 



Book Review: ‘Annie John’ by Jamaica Kincaid 


By MIRIAM ARANOFF 

nnie John (1985), by Jamaica 
Kincaid, tells the story of a ten- 
year-old girl from Antigua, an 
island in the Caribbean. Throughout the 
book, Annie struggles with managing her 
desire to cut off, and at the same time to 
preserve her roots. What makes Annie’s 
character so attractive is that instead of 
being drawn to the extremes of love and 
hate or staying home and running away, 
Annie lives in the gray area of struggle. 

Annie is shocked by the sudden 
coldness she feels in her mother and the 
ever-widening distance between herself 
and her home. As a result, Annie rebels. 


She secretly 
befriends a wild 
girl and plays 
marbles against 
her mother’s 
wishes. Though 
Annie’s rebel¬ 
liousness may 
seem coura¬ 
geous, from her 
admiration in 
class of a photo 
of Christopher 
Columbus in chains, to her habit of se¬ 
cretly attending the funerals of strangers 
so that she could see dead bodies, Annie 


is constantly filled with inner-conflict. 

The book ends with Annie trying to 
leave home, but the reader is left without 
knowing if Annie will be happy. The 
unknown direction that Annie will follow 
is an appropriate end for a character that 
is deeply torn about the decisions she 
makes. 

This book is a reflection of the 
author’s own experience as a girl. 
Jamaica Kincaid was born in Antigua in 
1949. She moved to New York City as 
a teenager and first worked as a nanny 
and later a writer for The New Yorker 
magazine. She is currently a writer and 
university professor. 
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your turn 


Some adults feel that Indy Kids 
should not print news about 
certain topics such as innocent 
people who are killed and the 
death penalty in the U.S. They 
are concerned that reading 
about these events will frighten 
kids. What do you think? Fifth 
graders from PS 34 in Manhat¬ 
tan, New York City, offer their 
opinions. 



“Kids should be able to 
read about these topics, 
If IndyKids left this im¬ 
portant information out 
then the kids wouldn’t 
learn it so it would hurt 
their education.” 

-Maria Paulino 



“Kids should learn about 
what is happening in 
the U.S. and the world. 
Also, kids should have 
the right to learn about 
the innocent being killed 
and war, also the death 
penalty in the U.S.” 
-Jahlill Young 



“I think IndyKids should 
print news topics about 
innocent people who are 
killed and the death pen¬ 
alty in the U.S. I would 
feel like I didn’t learn 
anything if IndyKids left 
this information out.” 
-Emily Bernard 



“When we read IndyKids 
we learn more about 
the world. We learned in 
IndyKids that people are 
getting killed because 
of their religion. I think 
that is wrong because 
I would not like to die 
because of my religion.” 
-Jovani Nieves 



“Yes, I do think kids 
should know about this. 

I think we should learn 
in IndyKids about other 
stuff that happens so we 
can get a heads up on 
what’s going to happen.” 
-Antonio Urbaez 



Someday, you 
could be an: 



Environmental Scientist 

just like: Anna Cederstav 


By ILONA BRAY 

ith a PhD in chemistry, Anna turned 
down high-paying jobs at chemical 
companies to work as staff scientist at 
Earthjustice and program director at a sister orga¬ 
nization, the Interamerican Association for Envi¬ 
ronmental Defense (AIDA). Both groups, staffed 
mostly by lawyers, fight environmental damage 
worldwide. Besides helping organize and strategize, 
Anna makes sure the lawyers get their scientific 
facts straight! 

IndyKids: Did you know as a kid that you wanted to 
become an environmental scientist? 

Anna Cederstav: I knew I wanted to make the 
world better. I grew up in Sweden, where nobody’s 
land is completely “private.” You can camp in 
someone’s front yard if you want. So I understood 
that we all have a right and a duty to protect the 
earth we share. 

IK: How does your work let you bring about change 
in the world? 

AC: It’s a one-two punch: We figure out the root 
scientific causes of environmental problems, and 


then use the legal system, education, and political 
pressure to create solutions. 

IK: What’s been a high point in your job? 

AC: We helped pressure the Costa Rican government 
into canceling an oil-drilling project. That saved 
beaches, wetlands, and the lives of dolphins, fish and 
endangered marine turtles. 

IK: Do you travel much? 

AC: I’ve visited some of the most spectacular and 
dreariest places in the hemisphere—from beaches 
and rainforests needing protection to open mine pits 
and places people were being exploited by big corpo¬ 
rations. 

IK: Any tips for kids interested in environmental 
science? 

AC: Do your math and chemistry homework. Then 
go to college, and get an advanced degree. Also, get 
active now, like by starting a global warming club 
at school to educate other kids and their families. 

For more information: See www.earthjustice.org 
and www.aida-americas.org. 



your views 


The following letters were sent to IndyKids from fourth and fifth 
graders at the Berkeley Montessori School in Berkeley, California 


Subscribe to indyfcrofc/ 

YES, send me IndyKids: 


I think it was a really intel¬ 
ligent and creative act 
when Tim DeChristopher 
pretended to buy 22,000 
acres of land. I hope the 
land that he didn’t buy will 
get saved too. I also hope 
he doesn’t go to jail. 

Gabe Soule 

I think President Barack Obama 
should not have Robert Gates and 
Hillary Clinton on his cabinet. Obama 
doesn’t want war and Robert and Hill¬ 
ary want to send more troops to war 
and that’s not good for the troops or 
the place they are attacking. 

Caitlinn Mann 


WRITE TO INDYKIDS! 


Why did Obama pick Hillary 
Clinton as his Secretary of 
State? I think he’s being self- 
% ish because he only wants 
her supporters. 

Priya Ford 

In “Greeks Denounce Police 
Brutality” in the Jan/Feb 
2009 issue, it’s not fair that 
the police shot and killed that boy. 
Even though you did not say why the 
police killed him, the police should be 
brought to justice. 

Julian Davis 

I think that the issue of the Wal-Mart 
trampling is very serious, because 
people are caring about themselves 
and aren’t being careful. Because of 
that someone was trampled to death. 

Peter Worthington 




Send an e-mail to us at 

indykids@indymedia.org, 

or grab a pencil and 
write to: “IndyKids,” 
P.O. Box 1417, 

New York NY 10276. 


I think that Muntazar Al-Zaidi was right 
to throw his shoes at Bush because 
Bush couldn’t stop the war and all the 
troops he sent to Iraq killed a lot of 
people. I hope Obama does what he 
says so no one will throw shoes at him. 

Sarah Folkmanis 


NAME:_ 

TITLE:_ 

SCHOOL (if applicable):_ 

ADDRESS:_ 

CITY:_STATE:_ZIP:_ 

PHONE:_ 

E-MAIL:_ 

$10 INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION (1 copy, 5 times a year) 

Teachers, we offer several multiple-copy subscriptions: 

$30 CLASSROOM SUBSCRIPTION (35 copies, 5 times a year) 

$50 MULTI-CLASS SUBSCRIPTION (150 copies, 5 times a year) 

$70 BULK SUBSCRIPTION (250 copies, 5 times a year) 

IndyKids publishes in September, November, January, March and May. 

The fee covers the cost of mailing. You can also subscribe or 
make a donation online, at www.indykids.net. 

Return this form with a check made out to “IndyKids” to: 

IndyKids, P.O. Box 1417, New York, NY 10276. 

Info: www.indykids.net; (212) 592-0116; indykids@indymedia.org. 
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